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Fáilte roimh chuig Comórtas Na mBailte Slachtmhara Super Valu don bhliain 2022. Táimid buíoch daoibh as ucht 
na hiontrála a chur chugainn, agus guimíd gach rath ar bhúr gcuid loibre amach anseo. Ádh Mór ar Tigh Moling.
•    Thank you to St. Mullins Amenity & Recreational Tourism (SMART) Ltd for your entry to the 2022 
SuperValu Tidy Towns competition. Thank you for including photos. The map indicated areas of note however the 
small scale made it difficult to read – a larger scale map should be used.
•    Your application did not include a 3 year action plan – this is something you should consider for future 
applications.
•    SMART’s committee of 5 and 9 volunteers along with close liaison with local groups and schools is 
noteworthy.
•    You also have good contact with county and regional organisations – environmental, heritage and tourism. 
•    Your communication methods are varied, which means you reach a wide range of people in the area. The 
St Mullin website has interesting facts on the history of the area and a list of current events.
•    Well done  - this is your 23rd year to enter Tidy Towns. It was good to read about the positive impact your 
involvement in the competition has had on the village.
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•    St Mullins is a picturesque village with two distinct areas – the village area near the Green and church  and 
the riverside quay.
•    The Heritage centre was closed. It is hoped that funding will be available to carry out repairs.
•    The public toilets and charming stone building nearby are in good condition. The church and the graveyard 
are all well maintained. The margin on the exterior wall of the graveyard  is well maintained with perennial planting 
adding colour and interest. 
•    The cluster of pubs and housing at the Green area are well maintained. 
•    Good to see a Siopa Glas in the village  - this was being renovated when we visited.
•    The walk along the quayside passes by well-presented cafes.
•    The  development of a local plan for St Mullins as part of Carlow’s County Development Plan will provide 
opportunities for local consultation.
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•    St Mullins is an attractive rural village with associated green fields, trees and hedgerows, in addition there 
are a number of very attractive green spaces – Pilgrim Park, The Green, the Motte and the Quayside.
•    Pilgrim Park is a lovely area – with wildflower areas, tree and shrub planting. There are path ways, seating 
and a river flowing by. Walking through the park, it was nice to see people using the area. The bug hotels and bird 
boxes were evident and 3 painted toadstools placed near the wildflower area. Children would enjoy Pilgrim Park. 
•    The Motte and the Green are open green oasis with no-mow areas. There are information boards and 
seats and picnic tables nearby. 
•    The Quayside has a natural riverside margin that is sympathetically maintained. The  riverside walk brings 
you to a small roundabout at the Lower quay. There is good perennial planting under a traditional Carlow fence.
•    The pump area was clean however the planters require attention. Recommend arranging a rota for 
watering and maintenance.

38

63

22

36

38

Tidy Towns Competition 2022
Adjudication Report

Centre:

County:

Category:

Ref:

Mark:

Date(s):

332

Maximum

Mark

Community – Your Planning and Involvement

Streetscape & Public Places

Green Spaces and Landscaping

Nature and Biodiversity in your Locality

Sustainability – Doing more with less

Tidiness and Litter Control

Residential Streets & Housing Areas

Approach Roads, Streets & Lanes

80

80

80

55

55

90

55

55

53

38

42

37

21

62

35

37

325

Mark

Awarded 2021

TOTAL MARK 550 332

Community – Your Planning and Involvement / An Pobal - Pleanáil agus Rannpháirtíocht:

Streetscape & Public Places / Sráid-Dreach & Áiteanna Poiblí:

Green Spaces and Landscaping / Spásanna Glasa agus Tírdhreachú:

Mark

Awarded 2022

09/07/2022

 



and a river flowing by. Walking through the park, it was nice to see people using the area. The bug hotels and bird 
boxes were evident and 3 painted toadstools placed near the wildflower area. Children would enjoy Pilgrim Park. 
•    The Motte and the Green are open green oasis with no-mow areas. There are information boards and 
seats and picnic tables nearby. 
•    The Quayside has a natural riverside margin that is sympathetically maintained. The  riverside walk brings 
you to a small roundabout at the Lower quay. There is good perennial planting under a traditional Carlow fence.
•    The pump area was clean however the planters require attention. Recommend arranging a rota for 
watering and maintenance.

•    St Mullins is very fortunate to have such a range of natural habitats – riverside, forest, grassland and 
woodland.  The importance of your habitats is  recognised with St. Mullins being designated Barrow-Nore cSAC and 
has Natura 2000 status.
•    We have noted that you intend to restart the control of invasive species. 
•    We also noted the many items – bug hotel, painted toadstools, bee friendly houses that you have placed in 
the Pilgrim Park for children.
•    The wildflower areas in Pilgrim Park and at the Motte are impressive.
•    Consider carrying out the survey prepared by All Ireland Pollinator Plan on gathering data to assess the 
impact of the good work that Tidy Towns groups do. Flower Insect Timed Counts are very simple and will help track 
the impact of actions on insect numbers and diversity as well as providing important data for the Biodiversity Centre. 
Flower-Insect Timed Count (FIT Count) - National Biodiversity Data Centre (biodiversityireland.ie)

•    St Mullin’s is a tourist destination and it was good to see that the area was litter free. Your litter 
management approach is working  - regular litter patrols, contact with Litter Officer, contact with local schools and 
regular litter clean ups.
•    The Quayside was very busy with lots of people eating outside and many boats on the water – the area 
was litter free. The policy of removing litter bins at the Quayside has resulted in people taking litter home. The litter 
free environment discourages leaving litter. 
•    There were 2 litter bins in Pilgrim Park and no evidence of litter there. 
•    Well done on your success in this area. The litter free status is all the more significant given the number of 
visitors to St Mullins.

•    The local school’s engagement with the Green Flag is important in promoting sustainable practices. 
SMART could engage with the schools – ideas can be found at Resources - Local Authority Prevention Network: 
LAPN (localprevention.ie)
•    The Siopa Glas is a wonderful asset – it was being renovated.
•    The compost  area was noted in graveyard and leaf compost is important. 
•    Good luck with the Green Home awareness programme
•    The Free Wee library – Discover, Read, Share -  is located at the water pump area. 
•    There is an interesting planting idea using old drainage pipes along the Barrow walk towards the Lower 
Quay houses. The planted pipes were placed on a gate to screen an area – very effective and unusual.
•    On a wall opposite the graveyard, plastic bottles were placed near a water tap for people to water plants in 
the graveyard. Consider water butts on some of the public buildings nearby.

•    The individual houses in St Mullin’s are very in good condition with attractive gardens.
•    The houses in the Old Mill estate are well maintained and it is hoped that the estate will be completed in 
the near future. 
•    The houses at the Lower quay are charming

•    The approach roads are in good condition.  The name stones on the approach roads are a welcome to the 
village. The stone walls on the approach are attractive and well maintained.

Nature and Biodiversity in your Locality / An Dúlra agus an Bhithéagsúlacht i do cheantar:

Sustainability – Doing more with less / Inmharthanacht - Mórán ar an mbeagán:

Tidiness and Litter Control / Slachtmhaireacht agus Rialú Bruscair:

Residential Streets & Housing Areas / Sráideanna Cónaithe & Ceantair Tithíochta:

Approach Roads, Streets & Lanes / Bóithre Isteach, Sráideanna & Lánaí:

Concluding Remarks:

St Mullins is a charming village with something for everyone – history, parks, riverside and forest walk as well as 
good cafes and pubs.  Well done to SMART on the significant work you have done – you have presented a clean, 
litter free attractive environment. We look  forward to a revisit. Keep up the good work.


